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IMPORTANT 

Mails are heavy. Avoid delay. 
operate with us. 

By addressing all ministers’ and church 
clerks’ reports, tithes, payments on insur- 
ance, mission and orphanage monies to R. R. 
Walker, General Secretary and Treasurer. 

All orders for merchandise and payments on 
accounts should be addressed to the Church 
of God Publishing House, Tennessee Music 
and Printing Company, or the Lighted Path- 
way, according to kind of merchandise 
ordered. 

Address all complaints concerning business 
to Business Manager E. C. Clark. 

All materials intended for publication should 
be sent to Editor-in-Chief, J. H. Walker. 
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NOTICE 
I am now open for calls to conduct 
revivals in Virginia and West Virginia. 
You may contact me at R. F. D. 1, 
Box 77, Falls Mills, Va.—A. J. Cox. 


DEAE HS 


Rudesill 

On October 11, 1946, the death angel 
took our dear Brother F. J. Rudesill 
to be with Jesus; age fifty years and 
ten months. He is survived by his 
wife, three children, one grandson, one 
brother, three sisters, and his mother. 
Brother Rudesill was a faithful mem- 
ber and minister of the Church of God 
for about thirty years. He will be 
greatly missed by all.—Rev. H. T. Daw- 
son. 


Please co- 








Cox 
On October 14, 1946, the death 
angel took our beloved husband and 
father, Cecil P. Cox, to his reward. 
Age, fifty-two years. He was a faith- 
ful member of the Church of God in 
Paxton, Ind.—His wife and children. 





The only abiding place Christ has is 
where faith abides. 


Faith can see in the dark how to 
walk in the light. 
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Dequests for Prayer 


PRAY FOR: 

God to heal my leg, it is badly 
swollen.—Mrs. Effie Vise, Heflin, Ala- 
bama. 

Mr. Erwin Hanna to be saved and 
healed.—L. O. Godbee, Lake City, S. C. 

The Lord to heal me of kidney 
trouble, a pain in my arm, and gen- 
eral weakness.—Mrs. Florence Sturn, 
Statesboro, Ga. 

The Lord to heal me of nervous 
headache; also my wife to be healed. 
—Dick Lewis, Pikeville, Tenn. 

A friend of mine to be saved from 








sin.—A friend. 

My mother, Mrs. J. W. Walker, who 
has suffered two strokes of paralysis 
and has a severe case of diabetes.— 
J. H. Walker. 

An unspoken request; also Mr. Ver- 
non Greer to be healed.—Mrs. Albert 
King, Pittsview, Ala. 

My right eye and the back of my 
head, they bother me in studying — 
Rev. W. I. Head, Glamorgan, Va. 

Me as I am going through a trial 
that seems so hard for me to bear.— 
Lee Spivey, Langley, S. C. 

My body, I am trusting the Lord und 
He knows all about it—A reader. 

The Lord to heal my body. He knows 


(Continued on page 14) 
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In THE beginning when God 
created man, He made him in His own 
image. He also gave him a beautiful 
home, a companion, and dominion 
over every living thing that moved 
upon the earth. God talked with him 
directly; but with all the beauties of 
his surroundings and the fellowship 
with God, man fell. God went in 
search for him, but he hid from the 
Lord. 

This has been done all down 
through the ages. God has been 
searching and man hiding. David 
said, Psa. 139:7-10, “Whither shall I 
go from thy spirit? or whither shall I 
flee from thy presence? If I ascend 
up into heaven, thou are there: if I 
make my bed in hell, behold, thou art 
there. If I take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea; even there shall thy hand 
lead me, and thy right hand shall hold 
me,” Seriously, Where art thou? 

Psa. 119:59, “I thought on my ways, 
and turned my feet unto thy testi- 
monies.” Lam. 3:40, “Let us search 
and try our ways, and turn again to 
the Lord.” 

It is easy to take inventory of others 
and see where they can measure a 
little closer, or walk a straighter 
path; but what about Self? Jeremiah 
said, let us search and try our ways. 
It takes only a quick glance to see our 
own faults, but much grace to ac- 
knowledge them. It is human nature 
to lay the blame on others, but we 
should remember we shall all give a 
personal account to God. We may 
say, “I am young and have plenty of 
time.” The rich man in Luke 12:16-20 
perhaps thought the same thing. You 
may build barns and rob God for a 
while, but remember you are not your 
own; you are bought with a price. 

Let us search the inside of our 
hearts. Are you honest with God? 
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Do you give Him His just dues? You 
may say, “I go to church regularly and 
I am faithful in Sunday School; 
scarcely ever miss prayer meeting or 
Y.P.E. service. I give my presence and 
my talent, but I just cannot see tith- 
ing.” One brother told me once, “If 
I could see tithing under the grace 
dispensation, I’d practice it.” We see 
in God’s Word what we honestly look 
for. Those who hurried to the tomb 
just as sight-seers only saw the sepul- 
chre, but the ones who went to see 
Christ saw Him. It is the same with 
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REMORSE 


The mind that broods o’er guilty woes 
Is like the scorpion girt by fire; 

In circle narrowing as it glows, 

The flames around their captive close; 

Till, inly searched by thousand throes, 
And maddening in her ire, 

One, and a sole relief she knows. 

The sting she nourished for her foes— 

Whose venon never yet was vain, 

Gives but one pang, and cures all pain— 

She darts into her desperate brain. 

So do the dark in soul expire, 

Or live like scorpion girt by fire; 

So writhes the mind remorse has riven, 

Unfit for earth, undoomed for heaven; 

Darkness above, despair beneath— 

Around it flame, within it death. 

—Byron. 
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God’s Word; what we see or fail to 
see does not change it one bit. It still 
remains in Mal. 3:8a, “Will a man rob 
God?” 

You may pay tithes, then try to rob 
God of His power. I was told on one 
occasion that God did not have the 
power to heal a certain ailment. 
Others will say healing is all right for 
some people, but not for them. It is 
time to quit trying to shear God of 
His power and be honest with Him. 
Lean hard on His arm and be obedient, 
else we lean on flesh. Psa. 50:14, 15, 





By Freddy Van Meter 


Gen. 3:9, “And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where 
art thou?” 





“Offer unto God thanksgiving; and 
pay thy vows unto the most High: 
And call upon me in the day of 
trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou 
shalt glorify me.” Mal. 3:6, “For I am 
the Lord, I change not; therefore ye 
sons of Jacob are not consumed.” 

Prayerfully, Where art thou? You 
may pray morning and night, and 
when you really need something ring 
the prayer bell; but do you ring so 
hard on the prayer bell for that soul 
who is outside the ark of safety, or 
that underprivileged brother or sister 
who has not come as far along the 
Way as you have? The Word says to 
bear one another’s burden, but Jonah 
did not grieve as much for the souls 
of Ninevah as he did his own gourd 
vine. Today, more than ever before, 
we see the need of a deeper prayer 
life. 

Scripturally, Where art thou? 
There is no divinity in an unbeliever. 
All have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God. There is only one way 
out; that is to repent. Luke 13:3, “... 
except ye repent, ye shall all likewise 
perish.” Why should we search the 
Scriptures? It is God’s mirror and 
as we search we can see ourselves just 
as we are before God. Measure up to 
God’s standard; not to that of a weak 
brother or sister, that you might get 
that holier than thou attitude, that 
feeling that you are as good as 
other church members. Christ is the 
example to follow; set your pattern 
after Him. When the Man of God 
uses the Sword of the Spirit and am- 
putates some of those bumps of self, 
you can praise the Lord and pay your 
vows. Love that preacher enough that 
you won’t try to starve him out, and 
where you had sown thorns, you will 
now scatter words of cheer. 

May God help us all to examine 
ourselves and answer that question 
honestly, “Where art thou?” 
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e BY THE EDITOR 


IMPORTANCE OF BEING BAPTIZED IMMEDIATELY 
AFTER CONVERSION 


The thought I want to emphasize most in this mes- 
sage is the importance of being baptized immediately 
after conversion. Will you please notice the importance 
placed on baptism on this occasion; “The same hour of 
the night... was baptized.” 

Things had been happening rapidly. The foreigners, 
Paul and Silas, had come to this city. They had cast the 
devil out of a fortuneteller, whose owner stirred up the 
throng, which cited the missionaries to a magistrate’s 
trial. The magistrate commanded that they be scourged. 
The ministers were cruelly whipped and fastened securely 
in the inner prison. But, thank God, tyrants cannot reign 
always without God’s intervention. The God of Abraham, 
the God of Daniel who was delivered from the lion’s 
den, and the God of the Hebrew children who were deliv- 
ered from the fiery furnace, heard the songs of praise and 
answered with a grand “Amen”; yes, a Bang! that shook 
the whole prison mightily. Prisoners were released, the 
jailor, attempting suicide, was gloriously converted. The 
happy man washed the ministers’ bleeding backs, ordered 
food prepared for them, and called for a baptismal service. 

In “the same hour of the night” events were 
many and varied, but there was still time for a baptizing. 
Today, however, too many times the revival closes with- 
out the opportunity of baptism being given to the new 
converts. Some go for months, and even years. Brethren, 
this ought not to be. “Repent, and be baptized.” First, 
repent; next, be baptized. We do not claim that water 
baptism has any saving power within itself. We believe 
it is not essential to salvation, but that it is essential to 
full obedience. We do not believe in infants being baptized, 
for we believe them incapable of sin and the power to 
believe. 

MODE 

As for the mode, we believe that sprinkling and 
pouring do not fill the scriptural injunction of baptizing. 
The Greek work “baptismos,” from which we get our Eng- 
lish “baptism”; also, the Greek verb “baptizo,” means to dip 
or immerse. The Greek noun “rhantismos” is sprinkling; 
and the verb “rhantizo,” to sprinkle, is not used in con- 
nection with baptism. The Jews had many purifications; 
they had many baptisms, but Christian baptism is not a 
continuance of Jewish baptism, for Paul, in Ephesus, re- 
baptized John’s disciples. We are informed that the 
proselyte’s baptism, which signified the heathen’s conver- 
sion to Judaism, with which the Jews were well acquainted, 
required the convert to stand in the water up to his neck 
while the law was being read to him, after which he 
plunged himself beneath the water as a sign that he 
was cleansed from the defilement of heathenism, and had 
begun a new life as a member of God’s covenant people. 

According to history, after the Apostolic Age, the 
Church left the simplicity of the New Testament and be- 
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Late Events 





TEXT: Acts 16:33, “And he took 
them the same hour of the night, and 


washed their stripes; and was baptized, 





he and all his, straightway.” 


came influenced by pagan ideas. It taught that water 
baptism was essential to regeneration. According to this, 
sick people on their deathbeds would have to be baptized 
or be lost. Immersion being very inconvenient for them, 
they did not adhere strictly to the New Testament mode 
of baptism, yet, in order to be consistent with their theory, 
they sprinkled or poured water on people and called it 
baptism. Calling this baptism doesn’t make it so. You 
remember the familiar story about the father who asked 
his son, “Son, if you were to call a sheep’s tail a leg, how 
many legs would he have?” The son answered, “Five.” The 
father correctly informed him, “No, son, calling a sheep’s 
tail a leg doesn’t make it a leg.” The correct mode—im- 
mersion—symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection 
of our Lord. 
FORMULA 

The formula will be found in Matt. 28:19, “Go ye 
therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost.” 

Much space could be given to the discussion of the 
meaning of baptism, but it appears to me that it is not 
so much a matter of our understanding of the modes, 
formulas, the power and the meaning of baptism, as of 
seeing the importance of, and obeying this New Tes- 
tament ordinance. I sincerely feel that it is a minister’s 
duty to arrange for baptismal services, whether for many 
or a few, and not wait until just some convenient time. 
The time for a new convert to be baptized is immediately. 
They are new creatures in Christ Jesus, born again, (b. a. 
degree,) and desire to show to the world that they have 
changed and have become new creatures. By their burial 
in the water they show they have died to sin. Being 
raised from the watery grave they show that they have a 
new life in Christ Jesus. 

If you wait until later, the enemy has grounds to 
tempt them by saying, “Oh, well, you didn’t go too far any- 
way; you were not baptized. You can go to the altar 
later; possibly you had only a case of “do better.” Then, 
it is possible that this person may have moved away to 
some other settlement. He may not get the announce- 
ment of the baptismal service. I know if you want ex- 
cuses, you can find them; it is either too hot, too cold, 
or too far to the place of baptizing. I would like to in- 
sert here that I think it would be well to have baptistries 
in all of our churches where possible. It can be fixed 
where the water is running all of the time representing 
the waters of Jordan, since all of us cannot be baptized 
in Jordan. Some may argue that baptistries are artificial; 
so are dams, pools, and those watering places and tanks 
that are used for baptismal services in the western 
United States where rivers are few. Brethren, regardless 
of the place, my point, or persuasion, is that they should 
be baptized at the earliest convenience. 

My wife, Mrs. J. H. Walker, was gloriously con- 
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AMERICAN BIBLY SOCTETY 


The American Bible Society Is Doing a Great Part —— 
We Should Not Fail To Sponsor World-Wide 
Bible Reading 

The American Bible Society has prepared and is 
sending out to many thousands of churches in America 
over 300,000 posters. Large sheets of information are being 
mailed to 11,000 weekly press, and every daily newspaper 
in the United States. Several million copies of the printed 
list of selected passages will be distributed through chap- 
lains and pastors. 

Pastors, why not arrange a contest or offer rewards to 
your people who read the entire assignment? There is 
nothing so helpful to any church as to have them study 
the Word of God, consecrate and dedicate themselves to 
the work of the Lord. Search the Scriptures—Acts 17:11. 





WORLD-WIDE BIBLE READING — THANKSGIVING 
TO CHRISTMAS 

The World-wide Bible reading program to be observed 
between Thanksgiving and Christmas, is a plan to get 
people all over the world to read the same Bible selections 
daily between those two days, November 28 to December 25. 
This special effort is sponsored again this year by the 
American Bible Society and has as its central day Universal 
Bible Sunday, December 8. The theme selected for 1946 is, 
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“The Word of Power for a Power Age,” and the daily read- 
ings feature some of the “spiritual pioneers” of the Bible 
who found the “Word of Power” for the age in which they 
were called to live. 

Last year, people in over twenty nations shared in the 
reading. The program, inaugurated by the Bible Society 
in 1944, was the outcome of a letter sent by a lonely young 
marine on Guadalcanal, asking his mother to join him in 
reading each day, at the same time, a similar passage of 
Scripture. 

A Laymen’s National Sponsoring Committee assists the 
Bible Society in the promotion of the program. Members 
of the committee this year include Norman Corwin, Joseph 
E. Davies, General Dwight D. Eisenhower, Harvey S. Fire- 
stone, Jr., Miss Helen Keller, Admiral C. W. Nimitz, Drew 
Pearson, the Hon. Francis B. Sayre, and Channing H. 
Tobias. 

Every available method of distribution is sought by the 
Bible Society in making bookmarks, which list the daily 
passages, easy of access to those planning to join in the 
daily readings. They will be distributed by the millions in 
churches, in camps, aboard ships, in pay envelopes, on 
store counters, in mailing, by chaplains, by pastors, by 
house to house visitation and from neighbor to neighbor. 
The bookmarks are available in quantity, from the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, New York, or any of its branch offices 
to anyone who is interested. It is expected the distribution 
of the bookmarks will top last year’s high of 20,000,000. 

The Bible Society is also distributing an appropriate 
poster which will be displayed in churches, many commer- 
cial establishments, hospitals, Libraries, and Army and 
Navy centers. 





WORLD-WIDE BIBLE READING 
Here Lies America’s Power 
Stanley High 

Historians, searching for the source of the inspiration 
and ideas of America’s Founding Fathers, tell us that Jef- 
ferson, the Adamses, Franklin, and Paine drew heavily 
on Plato and Aristotle, Blackstone, Hobbes and Locke, and 
the writers of the French Enlightenment. 

What, then, did the plain people of the colonies draw 
on? for the remarkable fact about our Revolution is that 
its intellectual leaders and the plain people—the rag, tag, 
and bobtail troops who did the fighting—spoke the same 
basic language. Certainly, the immortal seventy who stood 
at Lexington were not inspired to make their stand by 
Plato, Blackstone, and Locke. How did they get that way? 
The answer, I think, is as plain as, by most historians, 
it is ignored. The Book of the Colonists was the Bible. That 
was the source of their faith. It was the source of our 
freedom. 

From the Mayflower Compact to the Declaration of In- 
dependence, the ideals which produced America were drawn 
and nurtured from the Scriptures. They were drawn from 
the decalogue, the ninety-first Psalm and the fifty-fifth 
chapter of Isaiah; from Amos, Hosea and Micah; from the 
Sermon on the Mount and the—(Continued on page 14) 


Page 5 








Rev. J. B. ELLIS thorough- 
ly qualified himself for the position, 
however, his promotion came as a 
great surprise to all of us. The Gen- 
eral Overseer, Rev. John C. Jernigan, 
had just surrendered the microphone, 
after making the final appointments 
of the overseers of the States and 
foreign countries, to a tensed and ex- 
pectant Assembly, when the announce- 
ment came of Brother Ellis’ passing— 
rather of his promotion, for the Bishop 
of our souls and the great God of 
heaven had appointed him to a high- 
er position; shall we say, overseer of 
the JAMES BENTON ELLIS’ mansion, 
over on Glory Street. Our precious 
Brother Ellis, who has for the past 
several years lived in total darkness 
(blindness), is today enjoying the 
ecstasies of eternal light and happi- 
ness. 

On Friday night, he was assisted to 
the platform of that large auditorium 
and before the throng of people 
prayed a most inspirational prayer 
that drew the blessings of God on the 
many thousands. I overtook him back 
of the stage and said, “How are you, 
Brother Ellis? You don’t remember me, 
do you?” And he said, “Yes I do, this 
is Brother Herbert Walker.” He in- 
quired of my health and that of my 
parents; but little did we think, as we 
parted, that it would be our last earth- 
ly meeting. ; 

The following day, 


Saturday, Au- 
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gust 31, he took suddenly ill on the 
rostrum and had to be carried to the 
car and rushed to his room, where 
he suffered intensely for ‘several 
hours. He believed his hour had come, 
but even in those moments his keen- 
est interest was in the Church and its 
welfare. All suffering left him. He 
praised God and worshiped so earnest- 
ly and sincerely that the family will 
never forget his fervent devotion, and 
the glory of God that surrounded him, 
as the Holy Ghost spoke through him. 
His grandson, Vep Ellis, came to me 
and said, “Brother Walker, I shall nev- 
er forget our precious old Granddad 
as he prayed and praised God so earn- 
estly lying there on the bed.” After 
that, all pain and suffering left him. 
He arose and desired to return to his 
home in Alabama City, Ala. His son, 
Asa L. Ellis, had started with him, and 
before they had gone out of the city 
of Birmingham, he remarked, “I am 
getting sleepy and I am about to fall 
off this seat.” His daughter said, “Dad- 
dy, give me your cane and just lay 
back on the seat and go to sleep.” He 
insisted on keeping his cane; he want- 
ed to lean over on it and rest in a sit- 
ting position, and in this manner he 
quietly slipped away without their 
knowledge of his passing until several 
moments afterwards. So, like Jacob 
of old, after blessing others and wor- 
shiping, leaning upon the top of his 
staff, he died. Heb. 11:21. 

Brother Ellis had an outstanding 






PROMOTED 


To the Highest During the Last 


General Assembly 
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of Twelve, and General Superintend- 
ent of Education. He was one of the 
greatest councillors I ever knew. 

Brother Ellis grew up in the pioneer 
days in Alabama, enduring many 
hardships financially, and fought 
many spiritual battles. (You should 
read his book entitled, “Blazing the 
Gospel Trail, or the Story of My Life.”) 
You will find many interesting things. 
One story which gripped my heart was 
when he told of his father driving the 
Methodist minister from his home, re- 
fusing to buy a Bible, or allow a Bible 
to be left in his home. Brother Ellis, 
only a lad, followed the minister to 
his buggy. Tears were dropping from 
the minister’s eyes, and he said, 
“Sonny, would you like to have one of 
these books?” He told him he certain- 
ly would; so the minister said he 
would give him one if he would read 
it and not let his father see it. He 
took the little Testament, hid it in his 
clothing, and that afternoon went 
over the hill and piled up some pine 
knots. That night he retired as usual, 
but after all were asleep he slipped 
out and went over the hill. There he 
built a fire and read his Testament 
until the breaking of day. He did this 
repeatedly until he had read the book 
through several times. It always did 
me good to hear him quote the blessed 
Word, much of which was committed 
to memory while a youth. 

Space will not permit me to give a 
detailed account of his conversion; 
again I ask you to read his little book. 

Brother Ellis was also a pioneer in 


(Continued on page 15) 


THE CHURCH OF GOD EVANGEL 


« 





eo 





4 


oe; 




















Text: Mark 11:21, “And Peter 
calling to remembrance saith 
unto him, Master, behold, the 
fig tree which thou cursedst 
is withered away.” 





P erhaps you think this is 
a peculiar subject, but I feel that it 
is a profitable one, especially for the 
day in which we live. 

Surely, we can use the fig tree as a 
type of human life. There are some 
great comparisons involved. 

We are taught in the Bible that we 
can be vessels of honor or vessels of 
dishonor, whichever we perfer. 2 Tim. 
2:20, 21. Now, since we can be vessels 


* of honor, let us not be like the barren 
~ fig tree. 


TREE, THE TYPE OF MAN 


Jesus Christ saw the fig tree, and 
truly it was a tree. Likewise, we are 


verend W. H. Compton 


each a human being, possessed with a 
soul and spirit, but it means more 
than that to be a fruit-bearing Chris- 
tian. The idea of the tree being where 
it was in the days of Christ did not 
put the figs on it. Just because we 
profess to be a Christian, does not 
spell that we are one. 

Now, before we go too far, let us 
think of what Brother John says, in 
1 John 3:17, “But whoso hath this 
world’s good, and seeth his brother 
have need, and shutteth up his bowels 
of compassion from him, how dwelleth 
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Che Cursed Fig Cree, 


and Why? 


Matthew 21:18-22; Mark 11:12-21 


the love of God in him?” So can it 
be said in regard to the fig tree and 
the Christian. This tree had an ap- 
pearance that it was in possession of 
something it did not have, hence, the 
only conclusion that we can come to 
is that it was demonstrating hypoc- 
risy. In this lesson by Brother John, 
we are taught that if we have it, we 
should freely give. If we don’t have it, 
then, take the sign down. Don’t ad- 
vertise something that is out of stock, 
because that is being deceitful with 
our fellow man. 
THE APOSTLE PETER SAID, 

“But such as I have give I thee,” 
Acts 3:6b. It is a useless thing to mere- 
ly have a profession and fail to have 
the fruits. You are to remember the 
curse placed on the barren fig tree, 
because that could easily happen to us 
if we fail to bear fruit. It is true that 
man looks only on the outward ap- 
pearance, but God looks on the heart. 

There is a possibility that if the fig 
tree could have talked in its day it 
would have said, as many do today, 
“I had fruit, but someone came by 
before you, and picked it.” But Christ 
knew that it was a barren tree. The 
apostle Peter had something to give 
the needy world in the time of need, 
and that he did, according to Acts 
3:6b, “Such as I have give I thee.” So 
many times we hear people say, “I, 
too, have what the world needs,” yet 
you fail to see the fruit thereof. 


THE APOSTLE PAUL SAID, 


In 1 Cor. 13:1, “Though I speak 
with the tongues of men and of angels, 
and have not charity, I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal.” 
Paul conveys in this Scripture that 
there are some qualities needed by 
a person to be a Christian other than 
those he mentions in the Scripture 
just quoted. I hope that you get the 
thought from the barren fig tree 
that we hope you will, or at least that 
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you should. 

Now, to the fig tree again for con- 
sideration. There were leaves on the 
tree, but no fruit. Here we have a fine 
lesson on deceit. This very thing is 
a picture of what we have existing in 
the world today. There is plenty of 
show, appearance, dress-like, but in- 
wardly, a sham. The world needs a 
light and not a shade. This world 
needs something more than a pretty 
trunk, with a nice green suit of leaves. 
The world, no doubt, is getting a 
taste of the same fruit that Jesus did 
from the fig tree, as far as salvation 
is concerned, and that in many in- 
stances is NOTHING. 

This fig tree is one of the greatest 
types of human life that I know of 
in the Bible. There is no greater ex- 
ample than the harren fig tree to 
convey the thought to our minds that 
the Lord desires us to know. 

When Jesus Christ saw the fig tree, 
He was influenced to believe that 
there were figs on it. This tree, in 
many respects, deceived Christ to the 
extent that it led Him to believe there 
were figs on the tree, but rather than 
to be outdone, Christ cursed the fig 
tree, so that it would not be able to 
deceive others and cause them to be 
influenced by the spirit of error. This 
fig tree spoken of was free to the pub- 
lic; therefore, this being the case, 
Christ attempted to partake of its 
fruit, but there was none. This tree 
had the appearance, the looks, but no 
fruit. 

The Scripture lessons give us to un- 
derstand that ... “the time of figs 
was not yet.” Mark 11:13. This does not 
mean that it was not time for the 
tree to bear fruit, but rather it was 
not time for the fruit to be gathered. 
Surely, this is the proper interpreta- 
tion because Christ knew that fig trees 
have figs upon them first and then 
the leaves. Christ, seeing that the tree 
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Youth inga Challenging World 


By Mary Grace Comans 


_ HE WORLD of today pre- 
sents the greatest challenge the young 
people of the world have ever faced, 
but the saddening part is that too 
many yield to the evil forces that 
lead to soul destruction. 

Human nature is a very strange 
thing. When people are depending 
on their own strength they are very 
weak and are easily swayed by greater 
powers. Satan has many things that 
are pleasing to the eye, the pride, and 
the fleshly appetites; and he uses 
these to entice young people into un- 
godliness to such an extent that their 
lives are blotted forever. It is such 
a pity that all cannot realize that 
there is even a greater power than 
that of evil to which we can yield our 
life. The power of God is the greatest 
force of the universe, and, if allowed, 
will absorb our life, and mold and 
shape it into something beautiful, in- 
spiring, and worth-while. Inasmuch 
as it is left to the individual to do 
the yielding, it seems that the major- 
ity take their lives into their own 
hands and thrust them into the hands 
of fate to be battered, blotted, tron, 
and depraved by the forces of evil. 
There are some few, however, who 
open their eyes to the light of God’s 
wonders and yield their lives to Him, 
and theirs is the joy of this world and 
the hope of the eternal. 

Today, there are more people in 
school who are preparing to meet this 
challenge than ever before. I am 
afraid, however, that they are sur- 
rounding themselves with an unstable 
wall and are leaving off the most im- 
portant thing in life. They are as the 
Pharisees who had educated them- 
selves thoroughly in the letter of the 
law, but Jesus told them they had left 
off the weightier matters. If the 
young people of today would spend 
less time in trivial amusement, such 
as movies, ball games, and dancing. 
and spend that time in the study of 
God’s Word and planning their lives 
according to the plan they find in it, 
the world would be a happier and 
more wholesome place to live. 

1 Thess. 5:8, “But let us, who are 
of the day, be sober, putting on the 
breastplate of faith and love; and for 
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an helmet, the hope of salvation.” 
It is of vital importance that we be- 
come serious-minded enough to put 
on the breastplate and helmet which 
Paul mentions here. Rom. 13:12, “The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand: 
let us therefore cast off the works of 
darkness, and let us put on the ar- 
mour of light.” Eph. 6:11, 12, “Put on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For we wrestle not against 
flesh and blood, but against principali- 
ties, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against 
spiritual wickedness in high places.” 

Yes indeed, the person who steps out 
for God certainly has a hard fight; 
but the harder the battle the sweeter 
the victory. Then, too, we have the 
whole armour of God for our protec- 
tion, and the precious promise that 
Jesus will go with us all the way and 
never forsake us. God has something 
wonderful for everyone who will ac- 
cept it. It will bring peace to the soul 


while the battle is raging in the 
world, and a vision of the beauties of 
heaven at the end of the way. We 
should all be admonished by the 
apostle’s writing the Philippian 
church: “And the peace of God, which 
passeth all understanding, shall keep 
your hearts and minds through 
Christ Jesus. Finally, brethren, what- 
soever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things 
are just, whatsoever things are pure, 
whatsoever things are lovely, whatso- 
ever things are of good report; if there 
be any virtue, and if there be any 
praise, think on these things,” Phil. 
4:7, 8. We all believe that Paul 
was inspired by the mighty Holy 
Ghost when he wrote these words, 
and it is such a comfort today 
to know that there are churches 
which we can attend whose pulpits 
are filled with Holy-Ghost-filled min- 
isters, who are inspired to proclaim 
the message of salvation to all who 
will listen. 

And you boys and girls who are un- 
saved, let me urge you to make a 
start for God now, and begin your 
preparation to meet the challenge of 
this world. 





From the Viewpoint of a Woman 


By Mrs. Jane Rogers 


Prov. 18:22a. ‘‘Whoso findeth a wife 
findeth a good thing.” 


A BEAUTIFUL woman, it is 
Said, is one of the most beautiful 
things ever beheld by man. There is 
no creature of the divine hand of God 
any more lovely, unless it is a sweet 
little babe in its mother’s arms. 

For a long time, my heart has been 
hurt to see the way our sisters dress. 
It is so embarrassing. I would like to 
ask every one a question; you may an- 
swer it any way you wish. Tell me, 
what kind of a spirit is it that tells 
one to uncover her person? As for 
me, I am already convinced, and you 
can be too if you will look up to our 
precious Lord for the answer. Is it 
Christian-like? When Jesus was here, 
He dressed in the styles of the day, 
but I do not believe He would have 
recommended the styles of our day. 
Dress modestly. Some will ask, “Just 
what is modest?” Let that still small 
voice answer it for you. Of course, we 
know you do not want to wear your 


dresses touching the ground, and 
neither do we want you to, but there 
is a happy medium between the two 
extremes. 

I believe that women are to blame 
for about ninety-five per cent of the 
falls of good men who want to live 
right and go through with God. What 
spirit is it that lures men away from 
home and sweet little children? It is 
not the Spirit of the Lord. I long to 
see the day when a reformation takes 
place among our sweet young mothers. 
It is as natural for a young woman to 
want to look lovely as it is for a palm 
to grow upward, but each must keep 
her own consecration. Dear sisters, 
if you have strayed away, let down 
your hems, take off your ornaments, 
and God will give you every longing 
in your soul. 

God wants you to be ready. One 
cannot say to the other to do this 
or do that. Each one is responsible 
for her own vows. Perhaps things 
that are gods to some are not gods to 
others. Jesus wants first place in 
our lives. Some have to sacrifice one 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Greetings From the Virgin Islands 
Dear Brother Brinsfield: 

Warm Christian greetings from the 
Virgin Islands! I’m taking this time 
today to write you about our work 
here. 

First, I want to congratulate you on 
your new appointment as Mission Sec- 
retary, and trust that you will enjoy 
your work very much and God will 


use you and make you a blessing. 
God is blessing our work here and 
I have had the joy of seeing many 
souls saved. All our services are large- 
ly attended except our Sunday School. 
This isn’t so large because so many of 
our people have to work on Sunday. 


Brother Stoppe and I have been anx- 
iously waiting to hear what the Mis- 
sion Board has decided concerning 
the building of a church here. I think 
a church building would make a very 
favorable impression; too, it is almost 
a necessity as this lady is only letting 
us have the hall temporarily. 

Brother Stoppe has been very sick 
for the past two weeks. Thursday 
night, he passed out completely in 
street meeting. I thought at first he 
had fainted. After a few minutes he 
revived a little and said something 
hit him in the heart. We thought then 
he must have had a heart attack. We 
managed to get him to the house and 
for two days he was too weak to be out 
of bed. On Sunday, he forced himself 
to go to the services. After the saints 
prayed several times, God strength- 
ened him somewhat and he was able 
to go through the services. On Mon- 
day, he went to the hospital for an 
examination. They said his heart was 
all right and his blood pressure nor- 
mal, but a blood test revealed that he 
is anemic. I think his condition 
is due to the food situation here. 
especially the past few months. 
While the Assembly was going on, we 
thought of wiring Brother Cross to 
send some rice by air express as the 
food situation was very serious. We 
couldn’t get potatoes, rice, flour, or 
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corn meal, due to the shipping strike. 
Now we can’t get bread as the bakery 
has no flour. Fresh fruits and vege- 
tables are very scarce, and the only 
meat we can buy is in cans. 

So many of the natives have this 
same trouble. They are continually 
getting injections to build themselves 
up. The man that took Brother 
Stoppe’s blood test said that most of 
the people from the States have the 
same trouble after being here for a 
while. 

We have been getting everything 
possible we know of to build him up 
and he has improved only slightly. 

I trust that Brother Stoppe will im- 
prove as his heart is so much in the 
mission work, and he would like to es- 
tablish a strong church on this island. 
This is the gateway to many other is- 
lands. People come here often from 
other islands, and many who have 
been saved have gone back to these 
different islands and are anxiously 
waiting and asking when we are com- 
ing to preach to them. 

I, myself, have had little pep since 
being here as we go so much and are 
dead tired at night. I don’t know if 
my blood is high enough or not. Re- 
member us in your prayers and we 
will let you know how things are. 

Give my love to Sister Brinsfield 
and the children. I trust she will like 
her new home.—Sincerely, Mrs. Henry 
Stoppe. 


New Work in Bay Islands of 
Central America 


“The heavens declare the glory of 
God; and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork.”—Psa. 19:1. 

On February 3, 1946, our dear minis- 
ter, Brother R. W. Shaw, organized the 
work of the Church of God here in 
the home of Brother and Sister David 
U. Nisbet. The blessings of the Lord 
attended the minister’s work and 
crowned it with success. Joy and glad- 
ness filled the hearts of the members. 


After our first baptismal service in 
February, Brother Shaw announced 
that we needed a church building in 
which to worship. We then started to 
fast and pray. One night while we were 
on our knees praying, Brother Shaw 
was led away in the Spirit. He said we 
must praise the Lord because He was 
going to give us our building in which 
to worship. Our faith began to grow 
stronger and stronger, trusting in God 
for His promises. About the last of 
March we were able, by the grace of 
God, to start on our building. On Sun- 
day, August 4, our new church was 
dedicated. 

The people gathered in front of the 
building and Brother Shaw explained 
the reason for the gathering. After 
this, “Onward Christian Soldiers” was 
sung while the congregation marched 
around the building three _ times. 
Brother Shaw read the 24th Psalm and 
Evangelist B. Jones prayed. Brother 
David Nesbit then told us of his vision 
of the little church at Boston. The 
choir then sang “Open the Gates of 
the Temple” and Brother Shaw re- 
peated the first verse of the 127th 
Psalm. He opened the front door of 
the church in the name of the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. 
The congregation marched in singing 
the chorus, “Welcome! Welcome! 
Blessed Holy Ghost, we welcome 
Thee.” The Holy Ghost came in and 
took charge and the glory of God 
could be seen. 

After all were seated, we sang, “The 
Church Is One Foundation,” followed 
by prayer by Brother G. A. Best. With 
the singing of “All Hail to Thee Im- 
manuel,” other doors and windows of 
the church were opened. We then had 
a very inspiring program consisting 
of speeches, solos, duets, etc. After 
this, followed the special anointing of 
the altar. Brother Shaw and the other 
brethren gathered around the altar, 
and while the congregation stood with 
heads bowed and sang “Holy, Holy, 
Holy,” Brother Shaw anointed the al- 
tar with consecrated olive oil. This be- 
ing done the brethren knelt and 
Brother Shaw prayed the prayer of 
dedication. Heaven came down and 
the cloud of God could be seen while 
the saints shouted and praised God. 
Brother G. A. Best brought a very sol- 
emn dedicatory message, using 1 
Kings 8 for his text. This wonderful 
message blessed many hearts. The 
service was brought to a close after 
an invitation had been extended to 
the unsaved to seek God, by singing 
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The Lord Continues With Us 

We are enjoying the presence of the 
Lord in our services. His presence is 
always felt. In one Sunday evening 
service three students received the 
blessed Holy Ghost and many others 
are seeking Him. One day this past 
week we heard the familiar sweet 
sound of voices lifted to God in praise 
and prayer during the nine-o’clock 
period. Later, we learned that a stu- 
dent who had been seeking the Holy 
Ghost for a number of years had re- 
ceived Him during that period. We 
invite the presence of the Lord at all 
times. 


Singing Convention 

Sunday, October 27, was the second 
time this year we enjoyed a Sunday 
afternoon of song. It was decided to 
organize at this meeting. The follow- 
ing officers were elected: president, 
Clyne Buxton; vice-president, Roy 
Burroughs; secretary, Gainus Mur- 
phree. 

The audience enjoyed the trios, 
quartets, and brass quartets selected 
from the student body. We are look- 
ing forward to the next convention, 
to be given in November. 


Amalfi Simmons and Bobby Cato 
were married Saturday evening, Octo- 
ber 26, in Fort Oglethorpe, Georgia. 

The B. T. S. semiannual picnic was 
held Saturday, October 26, in the 
foothills of the Great Smoky Moun- 
tain National Park. 

The games, food, and outing were 
thoroughly enjoyed by all who at- 
tended. 

Religious Education 

In most of the public schools and 
institutions of higher learning, little 
attention is given to religious educa- 


Page 10 





tion. Often, that which is given is de- 
signed to impress the students with 
the idea that Religion is synonymous 
with superstition and ignorance. That, 
however, is by no means true in Bible 
Training School and College. Here, we 
have a Department of Religious Edu- 
cation, which is pledged and devoted 
to the task of training young men and 
women as soldiers of the cross—as 
propagators and defenders of the 
Christian faith. 

Jesus spent little time teaching men 
how to make a living. He taught them 
how to LIVE. God be praised for an 
institution, the foundation principles 
of which are based upon a faith in 
the Creator and Sustainer of the uni- 
verse, and in Jesus Christ as the Sav- 
ior of the souls of men. 

The Department of Religious Edu- 
cation is a beehive of activity in which 
hundreds of young people are study- 
ing Bible, music, and languages in 
preparation for Chistian service in the 
homeland, in foreign countries, and in 
the islands of the seas. The influ- 
ence of this school will be felt in 
many lands, and for many years; but, 
and more important, its influence will 
not be limited to time and space; its 
influence is eternal. We are justly 
proud of a school that puts first 
things first—W T. Welch. 

Seniors of 1946-47 

Our class has looked forward with 
eager anticipation to our organiza- 
tion this year. This is proved by the 
way the seniors gathered at our first 
meeting, October 14. We are proud 
of the officers which we elected at 
this meeting. Our sponsor, Brother 
Simmons, was moderator and the fol- 
lowing officers were elected: Oneil 
McCullough, president; James Smith, 
vice-president; Norma Driver, secre- 
tary; Charlotte Hewett, treasurer; 


Thomas McKelvey, sergeant at arms; 
and Nolan Akers, chaplain. 

Our next meeting was held October 
21. The Constitution was accepted at 
this meeting.—“Smit” Stanfield. 


College Class Organizes 

We have entered a new term oi 
school. We desire to make it the best 
in the history of the institution. The 
students of the College have organized 
for the purpose of promoting the in- 
terests of both the students and the 
school. In unity there is strength, 
and in fellowship and cooperation 
there is much satisfaction. The class 
desires to be an instrument of use- 
fulness in the creation and promotion 
of higher social, cultural, spiritual, 
and educational standards in the 
schools; and this we shall do under 
the efficient leadership of the follow- 
ing officers: Martin Baldree, presi- 
dent; W. T. Welch, vice-president; 
Tiny Newton, secretary; Benita Farris, 
treasurer; Nathaniel Jones, chaplain; 
Rufus Platt, sergeant at arms; Robert 
Humbertson, parliamentarian; Miss 
Dora Myers, sponsor. 

Various committees have been ap- 
pointed to plan programs and school 
activities. Their work will contrib- 
ute much to the success of the or- 
ganization.—Evelyn P. Welch. 


The Ministerial Association 
of B. T. S. 

One of the most encouraging and 
inspiring functions of the Church of 
God Bible Training School and College 
is the Ministerial Association. The 
reason for this is the high ideals to 
which it aspires. 

We believe that since our members 
are preparing to work for God in 
some capacity, they should have the 
privilege to adequately prove their 
abilities. This opportunity they will 
receive in our meetings. 

Since Christ has commissioned us 
to be soul winners, it is essential that 
we have the fellowship of one another. 
We are endeavoring to attain this by 
working together harmoniously. 

Another purpose, one that is dis- 
tinct in its aim, is the plan to help 
defray the expenses of sincere stu- 
dents who are not able to do so them- 
selves and who, by their heroic, chal- 
lenging and lofty living, shall repay 
this act of benevolence and prove 
their devotion to the cause of Christ. 

The following officers were elected: 

(Continued on page 13) 
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Church of God in New England 
States Making Progress 

The following is a check-up of the 
work in the New England States for 
the past eleven months before the 
General Assembly: 

20 per cent increase in sermons 
preached over that of previous year. 

9 per cent increase in homes visited 
over that of previous year. 

37 per cent increase in people saved 
above that of previous year. 

60 per cent more sanctified than 

hat of the previous year. 

40 per cent more received the bap- 
tism of the Holy Ghost than that 
of the previous year. 

100 per cent more additions to the 
Church than that of previous year. 
_ One church being built in Pittsfield, 

Maine. 

One church organized at Unionville. 

One lot purchased at New Britain, 
Conn., and basement dug. 

Improvements and cottages built at 
campground. 

And other places are on the move 
that have been at a standstill for 
some time. I would like to predict a 
great time in the future here in the 
New England States for the Church 
of God. We now have four revivals on 
the move for God, and I have never 
seen that at any time since I have 
been in this state. We are looking for- 
ward to good reports this year—New 
England Messenger, J. B. Camp, Editor. 


Several years ago, when I was Gen- 
eral Overseer, I had the privilege of 

isiting throughout the New England 
States several times; visiting the vari- 
ous churches, contacting those prec- 
ious people in that cgld icy region of 
the North. It does my heart so much 
good to see the progress that is being 
made, and the increase shown in the 
last eleven months before the General 
Assembly, as reported by the state 
overseer, Rev. J. B. Camp. I feel that 
you, too, will appreciate this report. 

One must first visit the work of the 
Church of God throughout this terri- 
tory before one can understand and 
appreciate the work actually being 
done. It is very different from that in 
some of our Southern States where 
the congregations are close enough 
together to visit and encourage each 
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other; where the houses are filled to 
overflowing. I recall very vividly once, 
while travelling with Brother Ralph 
Kosewitz in his car over icy roads, 
when the snow again began to fall 
thickly enough to make a coating 
even more slippery, forcing us to drive 
most cautiously; nevertheless, as we 
came down a Slight grade, the car 
slipped out of control. We changed 
ends and crashed into a telephone 
pole which crushed the car in, direct- 
ly behind me, thus causing a narrow 
escape. Had the crush-in been from 
four to six inches more toward the 
front of the car, serious injury, and 
possibly death, would have been the 
final result; but, thank God, the de- 
vil missed me by inches. 

It was also my privilege to visit the 
Prince Edward Islands, the smallest 
province of the Dominion of Canada. 


We crossed the Northumberland 
Strait, which was heavily covered 
with ice, in large icebreaker transfer 
boats. I watched the ice break in 
front of the boat, streaking out in 
front like lightning, sometimes a dis- 
tance of half a mile or more. While on 
the Island, I visited our little church- 
es; driving for miles across a lake 
covered with ice—a most exciting ex- 
perience, especially so when the chains 
came loose and began to hit the car; 
I thought the ice was breaking in 
behind us, and for a few moments 
had the sensation of expecting a wa- 
tery grave. While there, I visited the 
grave of Brother G. M. Blooming- 
dale’s wife who was laid to rest to 
await the resurrection morning, hav- 
ing given her life as a missionary. I 
stood beside the grave and thanked 
God for such pioneers who were will- 
ing to pay the supreme sacrifice to 
get this gospel to the people of this 
vicinity. 

May God bless you brethren who 
are working in this area of bitter 
winters. His presence will give warmth 
inside. 





NEW CHURCH BUILDING AT CUMBERLAND, KY. 


— 





The Ravenna, Ky., church is forty by sixty feet, with a full-sized basement, 
and cost something over $9,000. This building was started under the leadership 
of Rev. Ed Cox. It was framed and made possible for worship. Brother Cox did 
a splendid job. After coming to Ravenna to pastor, we, by the help of the 
dear Lord and the good people, found material that was very hard to get, and 
have been able to complete the building. We have also been able to install gas 
for heating. We owe only seven hundred dollars and have about two hundred 
of that in the treasury.—Rev. J. T. Holman, Cumberland, Ky. 
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God raised me up when I thought 
I was dying, and healed me of stom- 
ach trouble and nervousness. I am 
now able to work and go as I please.— 
Mrs. Mary Hopper, Gastonia, N. C. 

We want to thank God for so won- 
derfully healing our small boy who 
was injured in the school bus wreck. 
We also want to thank all the Church 
of God people who prayed for him.— 
Mrs. Dewey Dykes. 

We thank God for wonderfully heal- 
ing our small granddaughter of pleu- 
risy; also, I thank God for saving my 
soul and giving me the Holy Ghost.— 
Mrs. Florence Clifton, Richton, Miss. 

For quite some time I was so nervous 
I felt I couldn’t stand it unless the 
Lord undertook, but I am glad that 
God has heard and answered prayer 
for me.—Mrs. Charles Prince, Olney, 
Texas. 

I live so far from the Church of 
God I want to take this opportunity to 
praise the Lord for the blessings He 
has been giving me here at home. He 
has been blessing me wonderfully and 
I want to go on and be sanctified and 
filled with the Holy Ghost. — Mrs. 
W. W. Baker, Xenia, Ohio. 

I have been very sick, but thanks be 
to God He brought me through; so I 
promised Him I would testify through 
the Evangel. I want always to do or 
say something for my Lord.—Mrs. Car- 
rie Pou, Salley, S. C. 

I am praising God for His wonderful 
healing power. He has healed me of 
nervous breakdown, face paralysis, in- 
digestion, cramping, coughing, and 
other ailments.—Mrs. J. K. Earlo. 

The Lord really touched my body 
and the neuralgia quit hurting. I give 
Him all the honor and praise for it. 
I also have an unspoken request. I 
want to bring before the Lord.—Miss 
Lillie Mooney, Coffee, Ga. 

I praise the Lord for healing my lit- 
tle boy the other night. He was very 
sick with a high fever; it seemed al- 
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most like pneumonia. I asked the 
Lord to rebuke the fever in the name 
of Jesus. The next morning he was 
better and has been going to school 
ever since—Luella Wright, Nauvoo, 
Ala. 

Many years ago, when holiness was 
first being preached in our town, peo- 
ple said they were just nervous and 
unlearned people. As I attended the 
services, the message touched my 
heart, and I asked God to show me if 
it was right. He showed me and I ac- 
cepted Him. It is still holding good to- 
day, the same as it was then.—Mrs. 
M. H. Vincent, Nashville, Tenn. 

I praise God for healing my boy. He 
had a bad foot. Every evening it 
would be paining him so until he 
couldn’t sleep. The doctor X-rayed it 
but couldn’t find anything wrong 
with it; so we prayed to God and He 
healed him, and he didn’t lose any- 
more sleep with it.—Mozelle Town- 
send, Gadsden, Ala. 

God’s Word tells us it is better to 
obey than to sacrifice. God called me 
to preach when Iwas a girl about 
fifteen years old. I failed to go. For 
the past years I have suffered many 
afflictions. The other night as some 
sisters were praying for me, the Voice 
came again and told me to preach. I 
have determined in my heart, if my 
afflictions will be lifted so I will be 





MINUTES OF THE 41ST ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 


The Minutes of the Forty-first General Assembly which convened at Birm- 
ingham, Alabama, August 29-September 1, inclusive, together with the Minutes 
of the Bishops’ Council which preceded the Assembly, are now ready. This 
Minutes will be wanted by every member of the Church, because of the many 
new rulings. Some state overseers have ordered for their states, however, few 
have ordered them so far. The Y.P.E. or the Ladies Willing Workers’ Bands 
can make nice profit on these Minutes by ordering and selling them for the 


benefit of their local churches. 


The price on these Minutes will be: East of the Mississippi—100 copies, $30; 
250 copies, $27.50 per 100; 500 copies, $26 per 100, postpaid. West of the 
Mississippi (but east of Colorado and Wyoming)—100 copies, $31; 250 copies, 
$30 per 100; 500 copies, $28.50 per 100. The Far West, including Colorado and 
Wyoming—100 copies, $32. 50 Minutes, anywhere, $17; 25, $9; 12, $5; single 


copy, 50c. 


Remember you will be buying Minutes to serve for a period of two years 
which should be anticipated in your orders. 


Church of God Publishing House 


Cleveland, Tennessee. 


free to go, that I will go and work for 
the Lord.—Idelthia Holley. 

I thank God for touching my little — 
girl’s leg. She has been afflicted for * 
fourteen months, but now she can 
walk again.—Mrs. V. H. 

I am so glad I have victory in my 
soul. Jesus is a real friend to me; He 
heals my body when I am sick, and 
comforts me when Iam _ sad. I also 
enjoy the wonderful testimonies in 
the Evangel—Mrs. Dovie Willerson, 
Ooltewah, Tenn. 

I thank the dear Lord for touching 
my body. I was very sick and couldn’t 
rest at night. I was fully trusting Him 
and He came to my rescue. I also 
thank Him for the wonderful Holy 
Ghost.—Beulah Robertson, Winter 
Garden, Fla. 

About eight years ago I had a heart 
attack. The doctors were unable to 
help me. I went to God for help, and 
after saving my soul, sanctifying me, 
and giving me the Holy Ghost, he 
healed my body. It was quite aston- 
ishing to many, but God’s power is 
real—Marcus V. Shelton, Rosman, 
N. C. 


I wish to express my thanks to God 
for healing me of a very serious ail- 
ment. Since that time I have been in 
perfect health.— Mrs. George W. 
Cavart, Leaf, Miss. 

I want to praise God for healing me 
of gall bladder trouble and other suf- 
ferings. He will answer our prayers if 
we will read His Word and pray be- 
lieving—Mrs. V.E. Woodfin, Rich- 
mond, Va. 
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THE CURSED FIG TREE, 
AND WHY? 
(Continued from page 7) 
had leaves, knew there should be figs 
upon the tree. Therefore, He surely 
meant by the expression “the time of 
figs was not yet,” that it was not time 
for the figs to be gathered. If Christ 
had not known that it was not time to 
gather the figs, He never would have 
said, “No man eat of thee hereafter 
for ever,” and He would never have 
gone to the tree expecting fruit. We 
know corn-, bean-, tomato-, and 
apple-picking time in our country, and 
so did Jesus know the same thing in 
His day. So, my dear friends, Jesus 
Christ cursed the barren fig tree. 
Why? Because it was barren. The tree 
used deceit to the extent that it led 


@ror to believe it was a fruit-bear- 


ing tree. 

This lesson is one of the greatest 
messages on a fruit-bearing person 
that I know of anywhere in the Bible. 

Now, again we refer to the Scrip- 
ture in 1 John 3:17, in regard to see- 
ing the “brother have need, and 
shutteth up his bowels of compassion 
from him, how dwelleth the love of 
God in him?” Here in this lesson the 
tree acted as though it had fruit-food 
for those in need (hungry). This tree 
needed to be cursed because it failed 
to have that which it professed, (ap- 
peared to have). 

This tree took root in the ground 
just the same as any other tree, but 
that was not enough. It had a. trunk, 
but that was not enough. It had limbs, 
branches and leaves, but that was not 
enough. Some may say, “If I do this 
or that, then I will be saved.” We 
should say, “Maybe.” 

THE RICH YOUNG RULER SAID, 

“Good Master, what shall I do to 

erit eternal life?” Jesus related a 
umber of things to him, that he 
should do, and the young ruler replied, 
“All these have I kept from my youth 
up.” Then Jesus replied, “Yet lackest 
thou ONE thing.” Here is ONE 
THING that kept a prominent man 
from having eternal life. Friends, 
since this was so in the days of Christ, 
I am sure it is in effect today. If we 
fail to do and, yet, seem to think we 
are getting by, then it may be well to 
think on the following Scripture: 
Proverbs 14:12, “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the 
end thereof are the ways of death.” 
Let us not get into the “seemeth right 
way.” It is better to be safe than sorry. 


eo” many are trying to get by on as 
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little as they can do, instead of seeing 
how much they can do. 

Again, we notice, according to the 
words of Jesus Christ, Luke 10:42, 
“But ONE THING is needful.” Broth- 
er, sister, it may be the ONE THING 
that will let us in or shut us out. John 
5:3, says “For this is the love of God, 
that we (Christians) keep his com- 
mandments (not just the ten): and 
his commandments are not GRIEV- 
OUS.” Are any of His commandments 
grievous to you? If so, then you will 
see your mistake sometime. Let us 
die out to our opinions that we may 
fully obey God. So many are taking 
chances on their souls. Why do that, 
when there is a perfect way of es- 
cape? 

Friends, we are to remember that 
God wants us to fully obey. Do you 
remember that the apostle Peter, in 
conversing with Ananias, said, in 
Acts 5:1-3, “And kept back part of 
the price?” Are you keeping back 
that for which God asks? Are you in 
the balances of God, being judged? 
That is, are you having a struggle in 
your heart and mind, as to just how 
far you can go without making a defi- 
nite decision in regard to many 
things? Now, if Christ will curse a 
worthless fig tree to explain to man, 
then what will He do if we fail to 
bear fruit? The cursing of the fig 
tree did not destroy a soul, but if you 
and I fail to fully surrender and obey, 
then we will go to the lake of fire. 
I wonder if what a number are doing 
to keep separated from God and His 
full blessings is worth the price they 
are paying for it. 

WHAT DOES CHRIST EXPECT, 

AND DEMAND? 


He expects more than just leaves, 
and the appearance. He demands 
holiness, and before we can live a holi- 
ness life we MUST do as He commands, 
or receive a curse. One of the most 
detrimental things to the cause of 
Christ is to hear some man or woman 
all the time speaking of how easily 
they are offended or hurt. Some times 
God catches preachers of this type 
in the fishing net; later they flounce 
out, and so it is with many members. 

God and His Son expect you and 
me to support the church with our 
tithes and offerings, but many just 
let the other fellow pay their fare. 
Hitchhiking to heaven is risky, be- 
cause hitchhikers are uncertain of 
their getting to a destination. 2 Peter 
3:16, “As also in all his epistles, speak- 
ing in them of these things; in which 


are some things hard to be under- 
stood, which they that are UN- 
LEARNED and UNSTABLE (not firm 
or fixed; easily unbalanced) WREST 
(twist, wrench, or force by violence; 
turn from its natural meaning), as 
they do also the other scriptures (all 
Scripture should be properly inter- 
preted), unto their own destruction.” 

Remember, the fig tree had every- 
thing but the one thing and that 
ONE THING was FRUIT, which was 
the main thing. We may have every- 
thing but ONE THING and miss the 
goal. Though we have all but the 
ONE THING is no reason that the 
other things will outweigh the ONE 
THING. 





FROM THE VIEWPOINT OF 
A WOMAN 
(Continued from page 8) 

thing and some another. If we meas- 
ure ourselves by one another, we won’t 
get very far, but we must each meas- 
ure ourselves by the stature of our 
Lord. He alone is the perfect example, 
in word, in deed, and in all manner 
of conservation. Let us measure by 
Him and see how much we can imitate 
His pattern. When He was reviled, He 
reviled not again; neither was de- 
ceit found in His mouth. He loves us; 
He sees our striving, and is pleased 
if we are striving to please Him. 

So much is said about women wear- 
ing men’s apparel; of course, it is 
an abomination in the sight of God. 
Holiness women should never don 
men’s apparel under any circum- 
stances. Jesus is soon coming in the 
air for His own, so we should keep 
consecrated a little longer. 





B. T. S. SPEAKS 
(Continued from page 10) 
president, A. J..Philips; vice-president, 
Eugene Christenbury; secretary and 
treasurer, Emmeline White; chaplain, 
Clarence Cates. The sponsor is Miss 

Vivian Becker. 

The sponsor and officers of the 
club are competent, the members are 
cooperative, and the meetings are 
interesting and impressive, because we 
have invited Christ to be pre-eminent. 

Our coming together was the be- 
ginning; by staying together we shall 
make progress; and by working to- 
gether we shall reach a pinnacle of 
unrivaled grandeur.—Eugene Chris- 
tenbury. 





The man who knows how to keep 
his place will always have one to keep. 
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Importance of Being Baptized 
Immediately After Conversion 
(Continued from page 4) 
verted, sanctified, and filled with the 
Holy Ghost at the age of thirteen. At 
the close of the revival she requested 
to be baptized; so the minister, Rev. 
D. P. Barnett, with others, went to 
the river, cut a grave in the ice, which 
was five or six inches thick, baptized 
her in those icy waters, and when she 
came up her clothing froze. She had 
had tonsilitis and fever when she 
went down into the water, but when 
she came out, she was healed com- 
pletely, with no evil aftereffects. 

GOD’S BLESSINGS 

God blesses those who keep this 
ordinance. My heart was thrilled as 
I read the report this week of the 
baptismal service at Greenville, S. C. 
Twenty waiting candidates had 
walked into the baptistry with the 
pastor, Brother Earl P. Paulk. The 
blessings of God were upon them so 
immensely. that the whole congrega- 
tion was made to feel His presence. 
One person walked down from the 
congregation and joined the number 
to be baptized, then another, and an- 
other. One by one they kept coming 
in their Sunday’s best until a total 
of sixty-eight persons were baptized. 
This is indeed wonderful. Last year 
in Dallas, God did wonderfully bless 
us in our baptismal services. One Sun- 
day night, while we were baptizing, 
one brother came from the congrega- 
tion with his Sunday’s best and was 
baptized. I sent to the house and se- 
cured a suit to assist him home. I 
surely wish I could have witnessed 
that service at Greenville, or better 
still, assisted Brother Paulk. 

Of all the ceremonies and ordi- 
nances under the law, Jesus com- 
manded only two for the Christian 
dispensation; the ordinance of bap- 
tism and the Sacrament. Since Jesus 
commanded it, the apostles taught it 
and practiced it, and the Scripture of 
our text expresses the rapidity with 
which this ordinance was observed, as 
well as in Acts 19:5, as soon as they 
heard of another baptism besides 
John’s baptism they too were baptized 
into Christian baptism immediately; 
I believe we should baptize at every 
opportunity. 

My heart was thrilled in Haiti when 
I assisted in a baptismal service in 
which I saw the largest group in all 
my life go into the watery grave 
and rise again, representing the re- 
surrected, regenerated, new life in 
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Christ Jesus. 

I must close or you will think of 
me as others thought of a certain 
colored minister, about whom this 
story is told. He had preached re- 
peatedly on water baptism until the 
deacons decided they should wait on 
the pastor and try to help him. They 
desired him to preach on some other 
subject. They even selected a text, 
“The axe is laid at the root of the 
tree.” This he laboriously studied for 
the entire week, and on Sunday 
morning, to the surprise and con- 
sternation of his brethren, he an- 
nounced solemnly, “Brethren, I have 
studied and I have thought and won- 
dered, but I cannot see why that axe 
was laid at the root of the tree, if it 
were not for the purpose of clearing 
a place to baptize.” Come on, breth- 
ren, let’s have a baptizing! 

P. S—Remember to order BAP- 
TISMAL CERTIFICATES and give to 
those being baptized. Order of the 
Church of God Publishing House. 





WORLD-WIDE BIBLE READING 
(Continued from page 5) 
Lord’s Prayer; from the _ eleventh 
chapter of Hebrews and the thirteenth 
chapter of First Corinthians. All 
these are not merely a part of the 
tradition and literature of America. 
Insofar as America is a civilized so- 
ciety, these are American. We may be 
wiser than our fathers. If we are, we 
can doubtless get along without the 
source of strength and _ vision on 
which our fathers drew. That, at any 
rate, seems to be what millions of us 

are doing. 

But, one is inclined to wonder 
whether we are really that good. We 
have been smart enough to discover 
amazing things about our world, and 
to contrive to release’ terrifying 
forces. A good many of us are ap- 


palled at what we have done and at 
the prospect that our achievements 
open. We are appalled because of our 
uncertainty that we can remain the 
master of our handiwork and turn it 
to good account. 

If, now, America were to return to 
the Bible—the source-book of Ameri- 
can freedom—we would no more find 
a blueprint for the tasks before us 
than our forebears did. But we might 
find, as they did, those basic and 
changeless values to which the plans 
we make must conform. And beyond 
that, a return to the Bible might re- 
vive in us, as it released in them, a 
quality of faith and vision to match 
the opportunities that confront us. 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 
(Continued from page 9) 
the hymn, “All Hail the Power of Je- 
sus Name.” 

Our church is the first in Belize 
City. Please pray for us here while 
we are living on our knees asking for 
the blessings and power of God to give 
us victory over the enemy. 

We truly thank God and you people 
in the U.S.A. for sending us our good 
pastor, Brother R. W. Shaw, a real 
man of God.—Sister A. Jones, clerk, 
Boston, Belize City, British Honduras. 





REQUESTS FOR PRAYER 
(Continued from page 2) 
all about it and I am trusting Him. 
—Ella Perilloux, Ponchatoula, La. 

Mr. Howard Austin to be healed; 
also Freeda Lambret and Clifford 
Hornsby.—Jessie Clemons, Orgas, W. 
Va. 

A very special unspoken request.— 
Mrs. W. A. Galbraith, Jr. 

Our pastor’s wife, who is in a seri- 
ous condition in the hospital; also for 
a friend who is very ill.—Mrs. ong 
Bohon, St. George, W. Va. 
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PROMOTED 
(Continued from page 6) 


the ministry of the deeper consecra- 
tion of sanctification. He accepted and 
received the baptism of the Holy 
Ghost when this wave of spiritual 
awakening began to sweep the coun- 
try. He was a singer. He loved music, 
and wrote music. His sons are sing- 
ers; his grandsons are singers. Vep 
Ellis, his grandson, is one of the 
South’s outstanding song _ writers. 
Brother Ellis was a great preacher. 
Four of his five sons were Church of 
God ministers. One preceded his fa- 
ther; three are still actively engaged 
in full-time ministry. He has three 
grandsons who are ministers. 

We shall never forget his singing, 
“A Soldier of the Cross.” As the great 
congregations would sing, he would 
rise and keep time with his cane 
against the floor. The strokes would 
become louder and louder when we 
would come to th_ chorus, 

Tho’ the battle may be hard 
And the conflict sore, 

Rough and rocky the road 
We’re traveling o’er; 

Hold on a little longer, 

Take Jesus by the hand, 
He'll guide you safe to 

To the glory land. 

He was truly a soldier. I fancy I can 
see the Savior as He reached down His 
hand and said, “Son, you have held on 
long enough. Open your blinded eyes 
and behold your glittering mansion. 
Come, enter into your everlasting hab- 
itation.” 

I shall never forget Brother Ellis. 
He was dear to me; I loved his asso- 
ciation, and I shall miss him greatly. 
In closing I quote the words of Broth- 
er J. D. Bright, his pastor in Alabama 
City, whose closing sentences so beau- 
tifully express my sincere feelings, also. 

“He was one of the grandest and 
greatest members that I have ever 
had the privilege of pastoring. The 
Alabama City church feels keenly this 
loss. The lovely, beautiful floral 
offerings contributed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly, Headquarters, the 
state overseers, local churches, states, 
relatives, and friends showed the un- 
limited scope of his acquaintances and 
the depth of love, respect and appre- 
ciation held for him. 

“Two services were held for him. 
The first was at Alabama City and 
the pastor was assisted by Dr. John L. 
Brasher, Methodist evangelist; A. O. 
Barner, Methodist pastor; and J. T. 
Roberts, state overseer of the Church 
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of God. The last service was at Foster’s 
Chapel, on Straight Mountain, in his 
native community, where the pastor 
was assisted by Rev. Ellis Wright, 
W. S. Wilemon, and J. T. Roberts. 
Brother Roberts delivered a brief mes- 


sage. Thus we said good-by to the 
temple of clay that had housed and 
carried through seventy-six years one 
of the most SPIRITUAL, INTELLI- 
GENT, LOYAL, COURAGEOUS, and 
FAITHFUL souls that ever lived.” 
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2. Every word is classified under its 
own Hebrew or Greek original. 

3. Every Hebrew and Greek word is 
printed in the original characters, and 
the correct pronunciation given in 
English letters, so that no one need 
hesitate in speaking or reading to give 
the original word, being able to pro- 
nounce it with confidence. 

4. Each proper and geographical 
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fingertips, in this compact, comprehensive volume, 
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each reference. The Bible student can, 
at a glance, find out four distinct 
points; (a) The original Hebrew or 


Style “ Cash 
No. PRICE LIST ° Price A Few of the 66 Greek of any word; (b) its literal 
30-0 Imitation Leather, Semi-Flexible SPECIAL F EATURES cn ae ee 
Binding, Straight Edges, Round GeneralOutline of theBible passages. . 
EE et pt ba adcednawaued $11.95 ny + Iodh wh sand _ 6. A valuable summary of chief re- 
60.L— ‘Genuine Leather, Morocco Charts, One for Each a eae . a 
+ ot rye ye el a 5 see a. R. Translations tion of Scripture. 
ae Se 9 ined. 16.95 Bracketed Into the 311,000 REFERENCES 
60 Genuine Leather, Morocco King James Text Comprehensiveness—“Young’s Ana- 
Grain, Divinity Circuit Binding, — References After a a — oe 
Leather Lined 16.95 the Verses references, , of which are no 
cee ecerereeess ¥ Biblical Dictionary —4000 to be found in the best known of the 
100 Genuine Imported Morocco b : Subjects older concordances. It gives 80,000 
Leather, Divinity Circuit Bind-"~ /, 75 Ceeene — 25,000 readings and 70,000 Greek and He- 
ing, Leather Lined........... I-95 Pannen Histo brew words in its 1.244 pages. 
P ry Proper Names—All proper names of 
NOTE: The above price includes transportation charges. Maps Where Needed persons and places have been given 
with literal meanings. 


Size: 594"x854"x134". Names stamped in gold extra at 
50c per line when cash in full accompanies order; Thumb 
Indexing is extra at 50c net. Printed on Fine India Paper, 
with red under genuinegold edges. "K" after a number 
indicates imitation leather; "L" indicates oa edges. 


re ard Circuit means overlapping edges. ( 


rinted in 





Harmony of the Gospels 

Teachings of Christ, In- 
dexed 

Prophecies Fulfilled 

Biographical Indexes 

Topical Study—100 Sub- 
jects : 








CHURCH OF GOD PUBLISHING HOUSE 
CLEVELAND, TENNESSEE : 


Dates—The date or era of every per- 
son is noted so as to distinguish be- 
tween two or more of the same name. 


A HANDSOME VOLUME 

“Young’s Analytical Concordance” 
contains 1,244 pages. It is 11% inches 
high, 834 inches wide. Printed in clear, 
easy-to-read type on excellent white 
book paper, strongly and handsome- 
ly bound in blue buckram. A book 
that will serve for a lifetime! 


PRICE $4.50 








